
 

  

           President’s Message     

                                Patti Holmes 

 

First of all I would like to say thanks to each of you for  

allowing me the opportunity to serve you this year as SHA 

President. I’ve been in public health for 14 years now and 

all I can say is:  public health is forever changing.  

 

Looking toward the future of public health and the goals we want to achieve, 

we have to take a step back to see where we’ve come from and the progress 

we’ve made. We must celebrate our public health successes: vaccine            

preventable disease, improved tobacco laws and a decrease in teen pregnancy 

rates. Even with these successes, we have a way to go to improve health       

disparities, chronic disease, and infant mortality; and be able to conquer recent 

public health issues such as social inequities, increases in IV drug use, and new 

emerging diseases.  

 

Public health does not have borders. It is a challenge for each of our states and 

we need to strategize on how public health is going to address issues in our  

communities.  Whether it is Zika, natural or man-made disasters, disease  

outbreaks or the many chronic diseases we face, it is good to have colleagues 

in surrounding states that have dealt with these situations to call on for support 

and advice. 

 

Southern Health Association is comprised of eight state affiliates and one 

county affiliate.  I ask that each of you speak to your state and county public 

health workers to join our amazing organization. There is strength in numbers 

and together we can work to prevent current and future issues that affect our 

Summer/Fall  

2016 
Newsletter 

 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Affiliate Reports 5 

Alabama    5 

Arkansas  6 

Chattanooga-Hamilton 

Co. 

9 

Florida 10 

Georgia 10 

Kentucky 11 

North Carolina 11 

South Carolina 12 

West Virginia 13 

Annual Meeting Notes 2 

Awards 2 

Calendar 3 

Executive Director’s  Re-

port 

4 

Membership 5 

Membership Application 14 

Nominations Committee 

Report 

 4          

Position Papers  and Res-

olutions  

2 

Presidents’ Message 1 

 

 

                                 

      

  

 

Check out our  

New website: 

www.southernhealth.net 

Page 

SHA Update 

 

 

Mark these Dates: 

Mid-Year Governing Council Meeting:   December 5-6, 2016; Chattanooga, TN 

Annual Meeting—April 11-13, 2017 with KPHA; Owensboro, KY  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 2 

ANNUAL MEETING INFO— HOT SPRINGS,      

ARKANSAS  

SHA participated in the 68th Annual Conference of the Arkansas Public Health  

Association as the SHA annual meeting.  The conference was a collaborative  

effort among APHA, the Southern Health Association, and the American Public  

Health Association.  The theme was: “Health Equity:  Highest Level.  APHA members were gracious hosts 

as the conference provided wonderful opportunities to learn, share ideas, and network.  Speakers included  

Dr. Joycelyn Elders,  Dr. Camera Jones, and Dr. Lisa Waddell.   Special recognition of appreciation is sent 

to Sue Parker and her Elves for providing a fabulous “Meet and Greet” with the Arkansas Governing 

Council and members on the evening prior to the conference.   Winner of the 1-year membership drawing 

was Evelyn Olloway.  Congratulations Evelyn!   Treasurer Suzanne Terrell reported the Association is in 

good financial order, staying within the 2015-16 budget.  For conference photos and event details, go to the 

SHA website.   

                                        (Presented at the annual conference in Hot Springs) 
 

 Congratulations to our award winners! 

 

 Ted Hanekamp Special Meritorious Service to SHA Award:   Sandy Magyar;  FPHA 

 Howell Special Meritorious Service to Public Health Award:  Rahul Gupta, MD; West Virginia 

 President’s Award — Tammy Burke; Chattanooga-Hamilton County 

  

      Note:  No nominations were submitted for the Charles G. Jordan Memorial Award, the Ficquett-Holley  Award,  

                  or the Outstanding Legislator Award. 

SHA Position Papers  

SHA Awards  

 

The Southern Health Association represents all facets of the health field.   The Public Policy and Resolutions 

Committee  reflect is responsible for reviewing legislation relating to public health, report and recommend to 

the Governing Council official position and action which the Association should take regarding proposed    

legislation.  Two position papers from Resolutions were approved by the association members at the 2016 

business meeting.   One is regarding use of e-cigarettes or vaping cigarettes and the other addresses the issue 

of secondhand smoke for children in cars.    See the following summaries for more details. 

Vapor Cigarettes:   SHA has a concern over the rapid increase in the use of Vapor Cigarettes by both adults 

and teens and the inconclusive health effects for both groups. (Continued on next page) 
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SHA CALANDAR AT A GLANCE 

     Conferences: 

  Alabama  Birmingham, AL       April, 2017 

  Arkansas  Little Rock, AR      May, 2017 

  Florida  TBD         TBD, 2017 

  Georgia  Atlanta, GA        March, 2017 

  Kentucky  Owensboro, KY       April 11- 13, 2017 

  North Carolina New Bern, NC       Sept. 14 - 16, 2016 

  South Carolina TBD          TBD, 2017 

  West Virginia TBD         TBD, 2017 

 

       Upcoming President’s Quarterly Conference Calls for Council: 

  

  December 12, 2016   1:00 pm EST 

  June 12, 2016    1:00 pm EST 

  

For more information regarding meetings, go to www.southernhealth.net  

Smoking in Vehicles with Children:  SHA Recommends that legislators in the states of Alabama,   

Florida, North Carolina , South Carolina, Georgia, Kentucky, Tennessee and West Virginia work on 

enacting legislation to protect children from the dangers of secondhand smoke in cars.   Currently 6 

states (including Arkansas) have smoke–free car laws banning  smoking in cars where children are   

present.  The Legislation should ban smoking  in any car where a child should be/would be restrained 

by a child safety restraint system.  There is no safe level of     exposure to  secondhand smoke and     

furthermore, there is overwhelming evidence of the harms associated with exposure to secondhand 

smoke specific to children and to enclosed    environments.  Studies have shown an increase in carbon 

monoxide in cars where smoking  occurs.   Carbon Monoxide is a substance know to  induce lethargy 

and loss of alertness even in small quantities.      

Vapor Cigarettes (Continued):  
 

Research into the effects of vapor cigarettes lags well behind their popularity, and medical associations 

and regulatory bodies are concerned that vapor cigarettes are nothing more than a gateway to nicotine 

addiction.    The percentage of U.S. middle and high school students who use vapor cigarettes, more 

than doubled from 2010 to 2012. Vapor cigarettes are offered in a variety of flavors that young children 

and teens could find appealing, like cherry, grape, and strawberry. New and very troubling data from the 

National Poison Data System show that reports of poisonings caused by accidental ingestion of e-liquids 

tripled from 2012 to 2013.    

Some vapor cigarettes have been marketed as smoking cessation aids. There is no conclusive scientific 

evidence that vapor cigarettes promote successful long term quitting, nor has the FDA approved vapor 

cigarettes as a safe or effective method to help smokers quit. 



 

Hi Everyone! Hope you have had a great summer and are back to a routine as we head into the fall.  It’s 

been a great year for SHA, growing our membership with individuals as well as a new state affiliate,       

West Virginia Public Health Association. The Arkansas Public Health Association hosted a grand     

annual meeting in Hot Springs this past May! APHA  members are always gracious and hospitable and we greatly 

appreciate them embracing us. We had a good SHA crowd attend the event and appreciate all who participated and 

contributed to the conference, silent auction and other activities that week. 

 

Our members are generous as shown by the number of people who donated this year. Any time is a good time to 

make a donation to SHA! You can not only join or renew your dues on line, but a donation can also be made     

electronically. Go to the website and find out how! www.southernhealth.net. 

 

Check out the Membership Report to see the names of our new members. Arkansas really went over the top to  

recruit members prior to hosting the 2016 annual meeting. Thanks to all who recruited and helped us grow! 

 

 

Two Position Papers were adopted during the annual business meeting and are on the website. The Affiliate Reps. 

should be bringing those documents back to their respective affiliate state associations for consideration and     

adoption.  It was a disappointment with the low number of Nominations received for awards this year.  Three 

awards were presented along with two President Awards. The recipients were well deserving of the respective 

awards. We MUST do better in making nominations in 2017! 

 

Several items in the Constitution and By-Laws were amended and adopted at the annual business meeting. This 

term, it will be the committee’s responsibility to amend the Procedure Manual to agree with these changes.  We still 

need to develop a way to strengthen our fund base and expand our educational opportunities and grow our        

membership.  

 

Words of thanks are not enough to show appreciation to Diana Kreider and Tammy Burke! Because of their efforts, 

changes are coming to the Public Information Committee; including the new look of the SHA Update and the 

website’s new face!  If you haven’t been to the site lately, check it out. The site has been updated and new            

information added on every page. I can’t commend and express enough appreciation for all these ladies have and are 

doing to give us a fresh professional look that should promote SHA and Public Health. 

 

Now to what’s a head. Patti Holmes, President, has most of her committee chairs filled, but there is still opportunity 

to serve. Interested in serving on a committee? Please let me know.  

 

Mark Your Calendars! The Mid-Year meeting will be in Chattanooga, TN at the Chattanooga-Hamilton County 

Health Department Sun.-Tue. December 5-6, 2016. Information regarding the meeting will be sent later in the year. 

We will join KPHA for our Annual Meeting April 11-13, 2017, in Owensboro, KY. Be a part. Join a committee. 

Recruit a new member. Engage a former member to renew his or her dues. SHA needs You! We hope you will an-

swer the call! 
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 Executive Director’s Report     

Jan Cooke 

http://www.southernhealth.net


 

 

 

 

    Please welcome our new SHA members! 
 

West Virginia:    Linda Sanders and Hattie Scribner 

South Carolina:   Johnese Bostic and Barbara Downs 

North Carolina:   Marlon Hunger 

Kentucky: Crystal C. Miller 

Florida:   LaTonya Bynum 

Chattanooga– Hamilton County:   Wendy Cantrell and Helen Pinkerton 

Arkansas:   Evelyn Olloway, Raymond Heaggins, Lisa Holt, Kim Steed, Denise Kelly,  Molly Miller,  

                     Latricia Spelce,and Jim Wohleb 

 

                 A HUGE thank you to ALL who recruited and helped bring in new SHA members!!!!!   

 

 

The Alabama Legislature meets in the spring and this year they adjourned with the 2017 budget which 

underfunded many of the basic services of the State Department of Health and funds for the ALPHA     

annual meeting. 

 

The 60th annual AlPHA conference was held in Auburn AL at the Marriott Opelika Hotel & Conference 

Center at Grand National April 6-8, 2016. Suzanne Terrell (SHA Treasurer) presided over the meeting as 

the 2015-16 President. The theme was “Public Health: Advancing Opportunities and Assessing            

Challenges.” Nearly 140 public health professionals from various disciplines across the state attended.  

Topics included Medicaid Transformation, Quality Improvement, Telemedicine, Food Borne Illness        

Outbreak Investigation Methods, Electronic Health Record, & Best Practices to name a few presentations. 

 

The Awards Lunch recognized professionals for their excelled service to others. Six awards were         

presented and two members were inducted into the Alpha Hall of Fame.  The Annual Meeting was a great 

success and planning for 2017 is under way. 
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Membership Committee Report 

Alabama State Report                                                                                                         
(Submitted by Jackie Holliday, Affiliate Representative) 

STATE AFFILIATE REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS STATE AFFILIATE REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS STATE AFFILIATE REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS    

 

 



 

Arkansas State Report 
(Submitted by Libby Seftar, Affiliate Representative) 

 

ArCOP Recognizes 37 Growing Healthy Communities in 2015 
Since 2009, the Arkansas Coalition for Obesity Prevention (ArCOP) has been helping Arkansas communities build 

their capacity to reduce obesity through its Growing Healthy Communities program. The program aims to   increase 

access to physical activity and healthy foods, as well as implement environmental and policy changes that support 

healthy living. The ArCOP recognized 37 communities for the steps they have taken to decrease obesity in 2015.  

 

TB On World TB Day 2016, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) announced that latest data show 

the number of reported TB cases in the United States has increased for the first time in 23 years. Arkansas had 90   

cases of TB in 2015, while in 2012, there were 70 cases. While current efforts to test for, diagnose, and treat TB are 

essential to future elimination, they are not enough. Here in Arkansas, many staff in our Infectious Disease Branch as 

well as many public health nurses, outreach workers and disease intervention specialists in our local health units are 

working to conduct testing and treatment to fight TB.  

 

 Arkansas Home Visiting Network  -ADH and Arkansas Children’s Hospital teamed up to build the Arkansas Home 

Visiting Network (AHVN), an organization that aids some of the state’s most vulnerable families. The       program is 

focused on helping families that are most at risk for adverse health, developmental, and socio-economic outcomes, 

including those living in poverty, teen mothers, and families with medically complex children. Home visitors provide 

evidence-based education as well as resources and support to at-risk expectant parents and families with young     

children.   

 

Mission Ready Package with the Poison Control Center  ADH recently completed an agreement with the  Arkansas 

Poison Control Center called a Mission Ready Package (MRP). The MRP is a component of the Emergency        

Management Assistance Compact (EMAC) that allows states to share resources during disasters while providing a 

rapid means for reimbursement, licensure, liability coverage, and capability sharing. The development of the MRP for 

a Poison Control Center is a first for the nation and is intended to be implemented should the  Arkansas Poison      

Control Center be inoperable and calls need to be routed to another state. This MRP was made possible by close     

coordination between ADH, Arkansas Department of Emergency Management, and the Arkansas Poison Control 

Center to enable pre-negotiation of cost reimbursement in the event of a disaster.  

  

Immunizations The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recently awarded ADH with two   vaccination 

coverage awards for increasing vaccination rates—Most Improved Coverage Award for Adolescents Aged 13-17 

Years for three vaccinations (Tdap, MCV4, and HPV) from 2011 to 2014 and the Healthy People 2020 Award for 

Influenza Vaccination among Children Aged 6 Months to 17 Years.  ADH is proud of our progress with improved 

immunization rates! 

  

In Home Service Update– This spring the request for acquisition was released to prospective bidders to submit        

proposals.  Five companies and a business operator submitted proposals to the state to purchase the In Home  Services 

operations.  The Department will evaluate these proposals and will begin negotiations as outlined in the RPA.       

Currently In Home Services continues throughout the state with admission of patients and addition of staff as needed.  

Some counties have transitioned patients to other providers based on staffing deficits in those counties.   
  

 

ARKANSAS PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION 

 APHA was pleased to have SHA partner in the conference this year!!!  Thank you all for coming to the Natural 

State and we hope you enjoyed your visit! 

 APHA currently has 393 members and approximately 150 attended the conference with 27 submissions for the 

poster session which was a new exhibit for the conference.  Next year the conference will be held at the Crowne 

Plaza in Little Rock.  This is a big change for our association but it was felt to better partner with the College of 

Public Health and provide access to more people the move to Little Rock would be beneficial.   
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ARKANSAS NEWS 

 Medicaid expansion has been in the news lately.  Governor Asa Hutchinson proposed to reform the state’s    

Medicaid Expansion known as the Private Option.  The new program is  known as Arkansas Works and is needed 

because funding of the private option would stop at the end of the year.  250,000 Arkansans would be impacted 

by the end of the private option.  Under the Arkansas Works program, those that qualify for coverage, making 

below 138% of poverty level, would be referred to worker training programs.   Another reform would require 

employees to take insurance through their employer, even if they qualify for government assistance.    The      

Arkansas Senate passed the funding bill at the end of April. 

 

 The Governor has requested permission from the  federal government to stop covering emergency contraceptives 

for Medicaid patients; waiving the requirement that it cover Plan B for those on the state's hybrid Medicaid      

expansion. Hutchinson has also said that he will also pursue a waiver to stop covering such drugs for the         

traditional Medicaid program.  State officials have said they're required by the federal government to cover the     

emergency contraceptives for the program, which uses federal funds to purchase private insurance for the poor. 

 

 Governor Hutchinson has determined that employee performance merit bonuses will be awarded for Fiscal Year 

2016.  Agency salary savings along with sufficient funds in the Merit Adjustment fund allow for these bonuses.   

 

 Healthy Active Arkansas is a new  10 year statewide initiative launched by the Governor to improve the health 

of all Arkansans and is a collaborative between the ADH, Winthrop Rockefeller Institute,  Arkansas Coalition for 

Obesity Prevention (ArCOP), Arkansas Center for Health Improvement (ACHI), UAMS, and others. It focuses 

on nine strategic areas: physical and built environment, nutritional standards in  organizations, nutritional      

standards in schools, physical education and activity in schools, healthy worksites,  access to healthy foods,    

sugar-sweetened beverage reduction, breastfeeding, and a marketing program.  
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Humor Spot 



 

During the month of April, our health department celebrated public health.  The celebration theme was 

“Spotlight-Public Health.”   Education events included:  Recreational Drug Use Update, Public Health Authority over 

Drinking  Water Quality, Increasing Rates of Infant Survival Lunch & Learn, and a session on Adverse Childhood    

Experiences (ACEs).  Additional activities included an ‘Urban Hike and Dine’’ hula “Hooping for Health”                 

and “Walking Wednesday.”  This event is annual celebration provides staff education as well as recognition to staff  for    

all they do for public health. 

                                      

Infant Mortality Rates:  The latest numbers show a dramatic decrease in fetal and infant mortality in  Hamilton County.  

In 2006, fetal and infant mortality was at 11 deaths/1000 live births.  In 2014, the rate dropped to   5.6 deaths/1000 live 

births.  Hamilton County went from the 2nd highest rate for a Metro to lowest rate for a Metro! 

 

Mayors’ Smoke Free Community Initiative- Since October 12, 2015, 9 of the 11 municipalities in Hamilton County 

have been supplied with 111 park signs that say “Thank You for not Smoking.”  The municipalities will also received  

park benches with the same message as the signs.  Building on the Mayors’ Smoke Free Initiative, Chattanooga State 

Community College announced that as of July 1, 2016, their campus will become “smoke and tobacco free.”  This also 

includes vaping products. 

 

 TENNESSEE LEGISTLATION 

Suicide Prevention Training - This bill requires all employees of each local education agency (LEA) to attend an annual 

in-service training or other equivalent training.  This bill requires the department of education, in consultation with the 

office of crisis services and suicide prevention of the department of mental health and substance abuse services, the   

department of health, and suicide prevention experts, to develop a list of approved training materials that meet the    

requirements of the suicide prevention training.  (approved March 2016).   

 

Stroke Best Practices Taskforce –  This bill requires the Commissioner of Health to appoint a Stroke Best Practices and 

Treatment Guidelines Taskforce (approved April 8, 2016 ).   The taskforce will provide a progress report and recom-

mendations to the Chair of the Health and Welfare Committee of the senate, and the Chair of the Health Committee of 

the house by January 1, 2017.   

 

Medical Cannabis Access Act – Under present law, it is a criminal offense for any person to manufacture, deliver or 

sale cannabis except as provided in the Tennessee Legend Drug and Controlled Substance Research Act of 1984.  This 

bill was to decriminalize the use of medical cannabis by a qualifying patient who is enrolled in the safe access program 

established by this bill.  This bill failed in the Criminal Justice Subcommittee of the Criminal Justice Committee. 

 

Vapor Products – Under present law, it is unlawful to sale or distribute an electronic cigarette to someone younger than 

18, or purchase an electronic cigarette for someone younger than 18.  This bill clarifies the definition of an electronic 

cigarette by redefining it as a “vapor product” and including in the definition the device used to make vapor and the 

cartridge containing the liquid nicotine solution.  This bill also incorporates vapor products in laws concerning the sale, 

distribution and possession of tobacco products.  (Effective on January 1, 2016) 

 

Epinephrine Auto-Injectors – As introduced, this bill authorizes certain entities, such as, but not limited to:  colleges, 

place of worships, sport leagues, amusement parks, restaurants, places of employment and sports arenas to stock       

epinephrine auto-injectors on their premises, and also authorizes employees, agents and lay persons to provide or      

administer an epinephrine auto-injector under certain circumstances.   The Governor signed this bill on April 26, 2016. 

 

Dispensing an Opioid or Benzodiazepine – Present law generally prohibits healthcare prescribers from dispensing     

opioid or benzodiazepine other than a temporary sample amount offered at no charge.  This bill replaces the exception 

for dispensing an opioid or benzodiazepine by a physician practice with the following requirements:  (a) purchase from 

licensed manufacturer, (b) install computer software that will manage inventory, (c) be capable of electronically       

submitting reports to the Department of Health, (d) dispense medication in a minimum dosage, and (e) monitor patient 

compliance and dispense no more than a 30-day supply.  (Effective January 1, 2016.) 

 

 

 

 Chattanooga-Hamilton County Health Department                   
      (Submitted by Dr. Andy Thomas, Affiliate Rep) 
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Florida Public Health Association 

FPHA held a regional meeting in Miami Apr. 27, 2016 and had over 80 participants, 6 exhibitors and speakers. Topics 

included statewide issues as well as health concerns pertinent to South Florida.  Dr. Philip, Interim Surgeon General, 

spoke at the training.  This event was a joint effort of FPHA, FL International University Robert Stemple College of 

Public Health & Social Work, NOVA Southeastern University, and the FL Dept. of Health-Broward, Miami-Dade & 

Palm Beach Counties. 20 student posters were presented during the breaks and 4 students were selected to present their 

research. 

 

FPHA is planning another training of this type in the fall in the state panhandle near the capital of Tallahassee. This 

event will be a joint effort of FPHA, FL Dept. of Health, FSU, University of West Florida and several county health 

departments in the area.  

 

Membership continues to drop. When the county health departments were no longer allowed to pay for individual 

memberships, a drastic drop of members occurred. Current membership is around 625. Agency memberships are    

available to health departments, universities and other organizations, however, individual membership has not           

improved.  With this issue continuing, FPHA is looking to find ways to reduce the budget and expenses. 

 

The FPHA Foundation is now registered as a charitable organization with the AmazonSmile program.  AmazonSmile   

is an easy way for charitable groups to raise funds from members and friends through purchases on Amazon. Shoppers 

only have to register once indicating to pass savings on to FPHA and then go shopping. Every time a person makes a 

purchase, .5% of the purchase price goes through AmazonSmile and passed on to FPHA. These funds will be used to 

pay for educational events. 

 

FPHA wants to use more social media to advertise their organization. Besides the current website, they want to use FB, 

Twitter and other social media resources.  

 

FPHA held their 2016 annual meeting July 26-29, 2016 at the Florida Hotel in Orlando. The program is now on the 

website. The theme was “Challenges and Strategies for a New Age of Public Health.” 

 

Florida Legislature 

FPHA was very pleased with several bills that passed, including the Department’s overall budget package, Needle   

Exchange Bill, Scope of Practice expansion, increased availability for Opioid and allergy reversal agents, increased 

access to dental care, and bills promoting awareness of bladder cancer, stroke and brain tumors. Other issues included a 

ban on balance billing for emergency services by non-contracted physicians passed which makes insurers being forced 

to pay usual and customary charge for these services, a ban on most retroactive denials and an improved process for 

dispute resolution. Nurse practitioners and Physician Assistants received the right to prescribed controlled substances; 

however, not the right to open independent practices, which they were seeking.  Pharmacists will be allowed to fill   

six-day emergency doses of chronic care medications; but not allowed to write Opioid antagonists prescriptions without 

physician orders. The Legislature also finally passed a Telehealth bill allowing telemedicine by Florida-licensed      

practitioners; but didn’t extend this right to out-of-state providers. 

 

Florida Department of Health 

In March 2016, The State Department and all 67 county health departments were deemed full accreditation. FL Dept. 

of Health is the 1st state in the nation to receive national approval for an integrated Dept. of Health. 

    Georgia News      

Page 9 

Florida State Report 
(Submitted by Warren McDougle Affiliate Representative) 

Our apologies — no report was available from GPHA at time of the newsletter completion and distribution 

date.  Please check the SHA  or GPHA  websites for affiliate information. 
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North Carolina News                                                                                                
(Submitted by  Brittany Dobbins Affiliate Representative)                                                              

NCPHA is holding an educational conference this fall in New Bern.  The conference dates are September 14-16th and 

the theme is Bridging Generations for New Directions in Public Health.   Keynote Speakers will be Laura Hamilton 

and Dan Shingleton.    

NCPHA currently has a total of 1088 members.   

 

Legislation for North Carolina: 

Medicaid reform:  NC was scheduled to submit a 115 Waiver on June 1 reforming the NC Medicaid Plan.  Stat and Lo-

cal public health leaders worked with NCDHHS to include public health in the waiver. 

The following has been proposed for the FY 2016 -17 state budget: 

An additional funding of $750,000 for Zika  

Rural Health Care – Graduate Medical education; a proposed to provide funding for residency program in rural and un-

derserved areas of the state ($3.5 million recurring).  

State laboratory – continues the investment in children and families by funding the difference between the direct cost of 

the Newborn Screening test and the newborn screening fee.  This funding replaces lost federal receipts ($6.8 million 

recurring). 

Local Health Departments:  Provision of funds to support the local health departments (LHD) related to new Medicaid 

reimbursement rates.  All 85 local health departments work with the Division of Medical Assistance to cost-settle ser-

vices provided to Medicaid-eligible clients. The change in Medicaid cost-settlement methodology will decrease the 

amount of Medicaid funds available to the majority of departments.   Expansion funding will distribute $17 million to 

local health department to maintain current service levels.   LHDs serve about 5550,000 low-income residents per year, 

and offer an array of services that range from health care to disease preventions. 

The 2016 Kentucky Public Health Association Annual Meeting was held in Owensboro, 

KY April 12-14, 2016. The theme was “Connecting Public Health to All Disciplines.” There were 305 in 

attendance. Currently the membership is at 603.  

 

The Association has several levels of sponsorships for the annual meeting and other educational opportuni-

ties throughout the year. Besides many health districts, sponsors include Humana Care Source, KY Utilities, 

and KY School Board Association. 

 

KPHA has a working strategic plan in place. The plan addresses: 

Vision: Kentuckians will understand, value, & have access to public health services in their communities. 

Mission: Promote healthy communities through education, leadership, & a commitment to excellence. 

What We Do: Provide public health leadership, education & collaboration with partners to: Develop effec-

tive public health laws provide an independent voice for the health of the public; Acquire resources to sup-

port infrastructure; Provide educational opportunities and Develop strategic alliances. 

Values: Integrity, honesty, professionalism, inclusiveness, responsiveness & leadership. 

 

The KPHA was organized in 1949 as a nonprofit, independent voluntary organization. KPHA is: 

In a capable position to confront critical issues relating to legislation at the local, regional and state level. 

Sponsors/co-sponsors workshops, seminars, & conferences relating to personal& professional growth & 

development of its members & other interested citizens. 

Is an affiliate member of the Southern Health and American Public Health Associations. 

 

                                     Kentucky News              
                       Submitted by: Mark Hensley, KY Affiliate Representative 
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South Carolina State Report                                                                          Submitted 

by Richard Funderburk, Affiliate Representative 

 
The 2016 Annual Meeting was held in North Charleston SC Feb. 18-19, 2016.  The theme was “Ain’t No Stopping 

Us Now….We’re on the Move.” There were 131 attendees, including 46 speakers.  Sponsors (total of 13)        

generated $6,885.  

 

The Association continues to struggle financially; however some progress has been made to increase the net worth. 

As of April 30, 2016, Assets = $21,567, Expenses = $17,341 for a net worth of $4,226. 

  

The annual Golf Tournament was held Sept. 19, 2015. Seven teams participated and $1700+ through 31 individual 

sponsors. The 2016 event will be on Sept. 9, 2016. 

 

Current membership total is 254 (96 regular, 55 Life, 77 Students, and 26 Retirees).  Dues for regular members are 

$36 and $18 for both students and retirees. Life members do not have to pay dues; however, we have a few who do 

continue making donations. 

 

SCPHA followed legislation related to public health issues during the Jan.-June 2016 legislative year. While most 

of these bills have been tabled until Jan. 2017, the SC state employees received the first cost of living raise at 2%, 

effective Jan. 2016. 

 

SC Department of Health and Environmental Control 

The state health agency has been reorganized in 2015 with Catherine Heigel  named as the agency director.   Lisa 

Davis, MD is  the deputy of Health Services, including Maternal and Child Health, Community Health and Chronic 

Disease Prevention, Disease Control, and Client Services.   Several other management areas have been changed by 

Dr. Heigel, including a new COO, CCO, CHRO, General Counsel, and Directors for Legislative Affairs,             

Environmental Affairs, and Health Regulations.  

 

The Department has developed a new strategic plan-- redefining the vision, mission statement and core values.  

Strategies include education, awareness, leadership, access, and strengthening partnerships. The Home Health Ser-

vices program was sold as of Dec. 31, 2015.   Additionally, the agency has been given a new logo.   

 

Other noteworthy events:  Effective Mar. 1, 2016, all DHEC facilities and properties became smoke-free. The 1st 

case of travel associated Zika was confirmed Apr. 29, 2016.  

 

In Oct., 2015, SC experienced a 1000-year flood, effecting 26 counties of the 46 in the state. Flooding primarily 

affected the midlands area of the state, which is the state capital and one of the largest populated areas of the state.   

The state health agency continues efforts to repair and replace over 500 roads, dams and bridges. There are still 100 

closed. Some will never be repaired or replaced.  In addition, DHEC provided 5669 tetanus vaccines via mobile 

clinics as part of the response.  DHEC also provided free well testing in 36 counties and gave out 4378 well-testing 

kits and took 1293 well samples statewide. 

 

Thousands of SC citizens are still displaced, undergoing rebuild of homes and businesses, and have sought FEMA, 

Salvation Army, Red Cross, and local charities for help. It was amazing how the citizens pitched in to help each 

other during the height of the storm, losing their own lives in some incidents, across the state and support from 

across the nation!    We are so grateful! 
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Interim Editor:  Diana Kreider 

 Dianak@Hamiltontn.gov 
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Southern Health Association  
Membership Application 

 

Name_____________________________________   Office Phone_________________ 

Email____________________________________________________ 

Organization/Agency________________________________________   

Position__________________________________________________      Dues Paid                                           

Mailing Address ____________________________________________    1-Year    2-Year 
_____________________________________________       New Member __$20   __$40 

_____________________________________________              Individual __$25   __$45 

Is mailing address:  (Office___ Home___)                            Fellow     __$40 

                                Retiree    __$10   __$20 

                    Student   __$10 

        Donation (Please fill in amount)   _______________ 

Functional Area: 

___ Administrative  

___ Direct Care  

___ Environmental  

___ Management Support 

___ Educational/Health Promotion    

 

U.S. Congressional District  Residence____ 

Are you willing to serve on a committee? ____Yes ____ No    

If yes, give preference_____________________________  

Are you a member of your State PHA?  _____Yes ____ No   
  

Sponsor: optional)______________________________  

 

  

 Southern Health Association 

2817 Bancroff Road, Columbia, SC  29223 

Phone & Fax:  803-788-0128 

 

Email:  sha@southernhealth.net or  cookejan54@gmail.com   

MISSION:   

To serve as a regional   

advocate for  

Public Health  

and for the  

growth and  

development of its         

leadership  

SHA 

For additional                

information on the   

Southern Health            

Association, check out 

our website at: 

www.southernhealth.net   
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Check out our  

website at 
www.southernhealth.net  
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